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In 1982, a baby boy was born with severe birth defects at a hospital in
Bloomington, Indiana. The baby, who was later named William Taeusch,
had spina bifida, hydrocephalus, and a heart defect. The doctors told the
parents that William would likely die within a few days, but they could
perform surgery to try to save his life. The parents agreed to the surgery,
but William died shortly after it was performed.

The parents were devastated by their son's death and filed a medical
malpractice lawsuit against the hospital and the doctors who had performed
the surgery. They alleged that the doctors had been negligent in their care
of William and that they had not properly informed them of the risks of the
surgery.
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The case went to trial in 1985, and the jury found in favor of the parents.
The jury awarded them $5 million in damages, which was one of the largest
medical malpractice awards in Indiana history.

The case of Baby Doe William Taeusch raised a number of important legal
and ethical issues. One of the most important issues was the question of
parental rights. The parents had the right to make decisions about their
son's medical care, even if those decisions were not in the best interests of
the child. The jury's verdict in favor of the parents affirmed their right to
make these decisions.

Another important issue raised by the case was the question of medical
negligence. The jury found that the doctors had been negligent in their care
of William. They had failed to properly diagnose his condition and had not
properly informed the parents of the risks of the surgery. This negligence
led to William's death.

The case of Baby Doe William Taeusch is a heartbreaking story of medical
negligence and parental rights. It raised a number of important legal and
ethical issues that continue to be debated today.

The Legacy of Baby Doe William Taeusch

The case of Baby Doe William Taeusch had a profound impact on the way
that doctors and hospitals care for children with birth defects. In the wake of
the case, many hospitals adopted new policies and procedures to ensure
that parents are fully informed of the risks and benefits of medical
treatment. The case also led to a number of changes in the law, including
the passage of the Baby Doe Amendment in 1984. This amendment



prohibits hospitals from withholding medical treatment from children with
disabilities based on their quality of life.

The legacy of Baby Doe William Taeusch is one of hope and change. His
case helped to raise awareness of the importance of parental rights and the
need for quality medical care for all children, regardless of their disabilities.
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