
Colony of the German Fürstenverein: Jack
and Doris Smothers in Texas History
The Colony of the German Fürstenverein is a historic community in Texas
that was founded in 1847 by a group of German immigrants. The colony
was named after the Fürstenverein, a German society that was founded in
1834 to promote immigration to Texas. The Fürstenverein was led by
Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels, who was a cousin of the German king at
the time. Prince Carl was a strong supporter of Texas independence, and
he saw the Fürstenverein as a way to help the new republic grow and
prosper.
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The first group of German immigrants to arrive in the Colony of the German
Fürstenverein came from the German state of Baden. They settled in the
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area that is now known as Fredericksburg, Texas. The immigrants quickly
established a thriving community, and they soon began to attract other
German immigrants to the area. By the 1860s, the Colony of the German
Fürstenverein was home to over 10,000 people.

The German immigrants who settled in the Colony of the German
Fürstenverein faced a number of challenges. They had to adapt to a new
climate and a new culture. They also had to deal with the threat of attack
from Native Americans. However, the German immigrants were able to
overcome these challenges, and they established a successful community
in Texas.

One of the most important figures in the history of the Colony of the
German Fürstenverein was Jack Smothers. Smothers was born in
Germany in 1821, and he immigrated to Texas with his family in 1845.
Smothers quickly became a leader in the German community, and he
served as the president of the Fürstenverein for many years. Smothers was
also a strong supporter of public education, and he helped establish the
first school in Fredericksburg.

Jack Smothers' wife, Doris, was also a prominent figure in the Colony of the
German Fürstenverein. Doris was born in Germany in 1823, and she
immigrated to Texas with her family in 1846. Doris was a skilled
seamstress, and she helped to establish the first sewing school in
Fredericksburg. Doris was also a strong advocate for women's rights, and
she helped to organize the first women's club in Fredericksburg.

Jack and Doris Smothers made a significant contribution to the history of
the Colony of the German Fürstenverein. They were both leaders in the



community, and they helped to establish a number of important institutions.
Their legacy continues to live on in the community of Fredericksburg,
Texas.

The Founding of the Fürstenverein

The Fürstenverein was founded in 1834 by a group of German intellectuals
and businessmen. The society's goal was to promote immigration to Texas.
The Fürstenverein was led by Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels, who was a
cousin of the German king at the time. Prince Carl was a strong supporter
of Texas independence, and he saw the Fürstenverein as a way to help the
new republic grow and prosper.

The Fürstenverein quickly gained support from a number of German
intellectuals and businessmen. The society's members included Friedrich
von Gerstner, a prominent engineer and inventor; Ferdinand von Roemer, a
geologist and naturalist; and Hermann Ehrenberg, a historian and
geographer. The Fürstenverein also received support from the German
government, which saw the society as a way to promote German interests
in Texas.

In 1844, the Fürstenverein sent a group of agents to Texas to select a site
for a new colony. The agents chose a tract of land in the Texas Hill Country,
which was located between the cities of San Antonio and Austin. The land
was fertile and well-watered, and it was also located near a number of
German settlements. The agents named the new colony the Colony of the
German Fürstenverein.

The German Immigrants



The first group of German immigrants to arrive in the Colony of the German
Fürstenverein came from the German state of Baden. They settled in the
area that is now known as Fredericksburg, Texas. The immigrants quickly
established a thriving community, and they soon began to attract other
German immigrants to the area. By the 1860s, the Colony of the German
Fürstenverein was home to over 10,000 people.

The German immigrants who settled in the Colony of the German
Fürstenverein came from a variety of backgrounds. Some were farmers,
while others were artisans, merchants, or professionals. The immigrants
were also united by a common language, culture, and religion. They were
all Lutherans, and they quickly established a number of churches in the
colony.

The German immigrants faced a number of challenges in their new home.
They had to adapt to a new climate and a new culture. They also had to
deal with the threat of attack from Native Americans. However, the German
immigrants were able to overcome these challenges, and they established
a successful community in Texas.

Jack Smothers

Jack Smothers was born in Germany in 1821, and he immigrated to Texas
with his family in 1845. Smothers quickly became a leader in the German
community, and he served as the president of the Fürstenverein for many
years. Smothers was also a strong supporter of public education, and he
helped establish the first school in Fredericksburg.

Smothers was a prominent figure in the Texas Revolution. He served as a
captain in the Texas Army, and he fought in a number of battles, including



the Battle of San Jacinto. After the war, Smothers continued to serve the
community, and he held a number of public offices, including county judge
and state representative.

Smothers was a man of great integrity and character. He was also a strong
advocate for the German community in Texas. Smothers helped to
establish a number of important institutions in the community, including the
first school and the first church. His legacy continues to live on in the
community of Fredericksburg, Texas.

Doris Smothers

Doris Smothers was born in Germany in 1823, and she immigrated to
Texas with her family in 1846. Doris was a skilled seamstress, and she
helped to establish the first sewing school in Fredericksburg. Doris was
also a strong advocate for women's rights, and she helped to organize the
first women's club in Fredericksburg.

Doris Smothers was a woman of great strength and determination. She
faced a number of challenges in her life, but she never gave up on her
dreams. Doris was a pioneer in the field of women's rights, and she helped
to make a difference in the lives of women in Texas.

Doris Smothers' legacy continues to live on in the community of
Fredericksburg, Texas. She is remembered as a strong advocate for
women's rights and a pioneer in the field of education. Doris Smothers is
an inspiration to all who believe in the power of education and the
importance of women's rights.

The Legacy of the Colony of the German Fürstenverein



The Colony of the German Fürstenverein was a significant chapter in the
history of Texas. The German immigrants who settled in the colony made a
lasting contribution to the state, and their legacy continues to live on today.

The German immigrants brought their culture and traditions to Texas, and
they helped to shape the state's identity. The German language is still
spoken in many communities in Texas, and German food and music are
popular throughout the state. The German immigrants also had a strong
work ethic, and they
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