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John Lounsbury, a pioneer in the field of child maltreatment research and a
co-editor of the Handbook of Child Abuse and Neglect, passed away on
March 10, 2023. He was 85 years old.

Lounsbury was a prolific researcher and author, publishing over 200
articles and book chapters on child abuse and neglect. His work helped to
define the field of child maltreatment and develop assessment tools and
interventions for children and families affected by abuse and neglect.

In addition to his research, Lounsbury was also a dedicated teacher and
mentor. He taught at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill for over
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40 years, where he trained generations of students in the field of child
maltreatment.

Lounsbury was a passionate advocate for children and families, and his
work had a profound impact on the lives of countless people. He was a true
pioneer in the field of child maltreatment research, and his legacy will
continue to inspire and inform generations to come.

Lounsbury's Contributions to the Field of Child Maltreatment
Research

Lounsbury's research focused on the definition, assessment, and long-term
effects of child abuse and neglect. He was one of the first researchers to
develop a comprehensive definition of child abuse, which included physical,
sexual, emotional, and neglect. He also developed assessment tools to
identify children who had been abused or neglected, and he conducted
research on the long-term effects of child abuse and neglect.

Lounsbury's work had a profound impact on the field of child maltreatment
research. His research helped to raise awareness of the problem of child
abuse and neglect, and it led to the development of new policies and
programs to protect children.

Lounsbury's Legacy

Lounsbury's legacy will continue to inspire and inform generations of
researchers, practitioners, and advocates in the field of child maltreatment.
He was a true pioneer in the field, and his work has made a lasting impact
on the lives of countless children and families.

Personal Memories and Reflections



In addition to his professional accomplishments, Lounsbury was also a kind
and compassionate person. He was always willing to help others, and he
had a great sense of humor. He will be deeply missed by his family, friends,
and colleagues.

Here are some personal memories and reflections from people who knew
Lounsbury:

* "John was a true pioneer in the field of child maltreatment research," said
Dr. David Finkelhor, director of the Crimes Against Children Research
Center at the University of New Hampshire. "His work helped to raise
awareness of the problem of child abuse and neglect, and it led to the
development of new policies and programs to protect children." * "John was
a brilliant researcher and a dedicated teacher," said Dr. Howard Dubowitz,
professor of pediatrics at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
"He was always willing to share his knowledge and expertise with others,
and he was a great mentor to students." * "John was a kind and
compassionate person," said Dr. Melissa Merrick, associate professor of
social work at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. "He was
always willing to help others, and he had a great sense of humor. He will be
deeply missed by all who knew him."

John Lounsbury was a true pioneer in the field of child maltreatment
research. His work has had a profound impact on the lives of countless
children and families, and his legacy will continue to inspire and inform
generations to come.
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