
Diplomacy and the Arctic Council: Navigating
International Cooperation in the Far North
The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental forum that provides a
platform for cooperation on issues related to the Arctic, such as
environmental protection, sustainable development, and scientific research.
Established in 1996, the Council has played a vital role in shaping the
international agenda on the Arctic, bringing together eight Arctic states
(Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the
United States) and 13 observer nations.

The origins of the Arctic Council can be traced back to the 1980s, when the
Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy (AEPS) was adopted by the eight
Arctic states. The AEPS aimed to address growing concerns about
environmental degradation in the Arctic, particularly the effects of climate
change. In 1991, the Arctic Council was established as a follow-up to the
AEPS, with the goal of promoting cooperation on environmental and
sustainable development issues.

The Arctic Council consists of eight Arctic states, known as Permanent
Participants:
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In addition, the Council has 13 observer nations, which include:
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The Council is chaired by one of the Arctic states on a rotating basis for a
period of two years. The current chair is Finland, which took over from
Russia in May 2023.

The Arctic Council has undertaken numerous initiatives and projects to
address the challenges and opportunities facing the Arctic region. These
include:

Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP): Provides
scientific advice on the environmental and climatic conditions of the
Arctic.

Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF): Promotes the
conservation of Arctic biodiversity and ecosystems.

Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME): Works to
protect the Arctic marine environment from pollution and other threats.

Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG): Focuses on
promoting sustainable economic and social development in the Arctic.



Arctic Economic Council (AEC): Facilitates dialogue and
cooperation on economic issues related to the Arctic.

Diplomacy plays a crucial role in the Arctic Council, enabling the Arctic
states and observer nations to engage in constructive dialogue and
cooperation on complex issues. The Council provides a neutral platform for
states to discuss and negotiate agreements, avoiding potential conflicts
and fostering a spirit of collaboration.

One of the key diplomatic principles that guides the Arctic Council is
consensus-based decision-making. This approach requires all Permanent
Participants to agree on decisions before they are adopted. While
consensus can sometimes be challenging to achieve, it ensures that all
stakeholders have a voice in the decision-making process.

Another important aspect of diplomacy in the Arctic Council is the
recognition of the unique needs and perspectives of Arctic Indigenous
peoples. The Council has established several mechanisms to engage
Indigenous representatives in its work, including the Arctic Council's
Indigenous Peoples Secretariat (IPS). The IPS provides a platform for
Indigenous voices to be heard and considered in the Council's decision-
making process.

The Arctic Council faces a number of challenges, including climate change,
geopolitical tensions, and the increasing commercialization of the Arctic.
Climate change is a particularly pressing concern, as it is having significant
impacts on the Arctic environment and the livelihoods of Arctic
communities.



Despite these challenges, the Arctic Council also presents a number of
opportunities for cooperation and collaboration. The Council provides a
platform for dialogue and negotiation on issues of mutual interest, helping
to avoid misunderstandings and conflicts. It also facilitates the sharing of
scientific knowledge and best practices, which can help to inform policy-
making and decision-making.

The Arctic Council is a vital forum for international cooperation on issues
related to the Arctic. Through diplomacy and collaboration, the Council has
played a significant role in addressing environmental challenges, promoting
sustainable development, and fostering peace and stability in the region. As
the Arctic continues to attract global attention and faces new challenges,
the Arctic Council will continue to play a crucial role in shaping the future of
the Far North.
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