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Ed Iskenderian, a legendary figure in the realm of hot rodding, left an
indelible mark on the automotive industry. His contributions to the
development of high-performance camshafts and automotive parts
revolutionized the world of hot rods, drag racing, and beyond. This
comprehensive article delves into the history of hot rodding, the life and
career of Ed Iskenderian, the significance of his camshafts and automotive
innovations, and his enduring legacy. It's a captivating journey into the
world of hot rod culture and the mechanics that drive these iconic
machines.

The History of Hot Rodding
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Hot rodding emerged in the early 20th century, driven by a passion for
speed and the desire to customize and modify automobiles. In the 1930s
and 1940s, young enthusiasts began experimenting with souping up their
cars, focusing on performance enhancements and aesthetic modifications.
These early hot rodders repurposed discarded parts, experimented with
engine modifications, and created unique and personalized vehicles. Hot
rod culture flourished, particularly in Southern California, and became
deeply intertwined with drag racing.

Ed Iskenderian's Early Life and Career

Ed Iskenderian was born in 1916 in Glendale, California. His fascination
with cars began at a young age, and he started working on hot rods as a
teenager. In the 1930s, he opened his first automotive shop, where he
specialized in rebuilding and modifying engines. Iskenderian quickly gained
a reputation for his exceptional mechanical skills and innovative ideas.

The Development of Iskenderian Camshafts

Ed Iskenderian's pivotal contribution to hot rodding was the development of
high-performance camshafts. Camshafts play a crucial role in controlling
the timing and duration of valve lift in an engine. Iskenderian's camshafts
were meticulously designed to optimize engine performance, resulting in
increased horsepower and torque. These camshafts became highly sought
after by hot rodders and drag racers, who recognized their potential to
unlock the full potential of their engines.

Iskenderian Racing Cams

In 1952, Ed Iskenderian founded Iskenderian Racing Cams, a company
dedicated to manufacturing and distributing high-performance camshafts.



The company quickly became a leader in the industry, supplying camshafts
to countless hot rodders, drag racers, and professional racing teams.
Iskenderian's camshafts were renowned for their precision engineering,
reliability, and ability to extract maximum power from engines.

Automotive Innovations Beyond Camshafts

Ed Iskenderian's contributions extended beyond camshafts. He also
developed and manufactured a wide range of innovative automotive parts,
including intake manifolds, cylinder heads, and ignition systems.
Iskenderian's parts were known for their high quality, durability, and
performance-enhancing capabilities. They were widely used in hot rods,
drag cars, and other racing vehicles, helping to push the boundaries of
automotive technology.

Iskenderian's Impact on Hot Rodding

Ed Iskenderian's camshafts and automotive parts played a transformative
role in the hot rodding world. His innovations enabled hot rodders to extract
more power and performance from their engines. Iskenderian's camshafts
became synonymous with speed and reliability, and his parts were
essential components in countless winning drag racing cars. He helped to
shape the mechanics and aesthetics of hot rods, influencing generations of
hot rodders and enthusiasts.

Iskenderian's Legacy

Ed Iskenderian passed away in 2008, but his legacy continues to live on.
Iskenderian Racing Cams remains a leading manufacturer of high-
performance camshafts and automotive parts. The company's products are
still sought after by hot rodders, drag racers, and car enthusiasts



worldwide. Iskenderian's contributions to the automotive industry have
been recognized with numerous awards and accolades. He is considered
one of the pioneers of hot rodding and a true legend in the automotive
world.

Ed Iskenderian's life and career were dedicated to the pursuit of speed and
performance. His development of high-performance camshafts and
automotive parts revolutionized hot rodding and drag racing. Iskenderian's
innovations left an indelible mark on the automotive industry, and his legacy
continues to inspire hot rodders and enthusiasts to this day. His story is a
testament to the power of passion, innovation, and the relentless pursuit of
excellence.
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Iskenderian camshafts were essential components in countless winning drag racing
cars.
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