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Nestled amidst the picturesque rolling hills of Howard County, Ellicott City,

Ellicott City Then

Maryland, is a charming town steeped in rich history and enduring
resilience. Its story begins in the late 18th century when brothers Joseph
and John Ellicott, renowned surveyors and cartographers, founded the
town in 1772. The Ellicotts envisioned a thriving commercial hub at the
confluence of the Tiber River and the Patapsco River, and their vision soon
became a reality.
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Ellicott City quickly flourished as a center of industry and commerce. The
town's proximity to Baltimore, the largest city in Maryland, played a
significant role in its growth. Ellicott City became a major transportation
hub, with the construction of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in 1830 and
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal in 1850. These transportation arteries
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facilitated trade and commerce, attracting entrepreneurs and businesses to
the town.

Ellicott City Floods

However, Ellicott City's history has also been marked by periods of
adversity, particularly the devastating floods that have struck the town
throughout its existence. The Patapsco River, which meanders through the
heart of Ellicott City, is prone to sudden and powerful floods. Over the
centuries, the town has endured numerous flood events, some of which
have caused significant damage and loss of life.

A devastating flood in Ellicott City in 1868

Ellicott City Now
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Today, Ellicott City stands as a testament to resilience and renewal.
Despite the challenges it has faced, the town has not only survived but has
also thrived. The historic district of Ellicott City, known as Historic Ellicott
City, is a nationally recognized historic district that attracts visitors from far
and wide. The district is home to a collection of beautifully preserved 18th-
and 19th-century buildings, quaint shops, and charming restaurants.

Major Events in Ellicott City's History

= 1772: Founding of Ellicott City by brothers Joseph and John Ellicott
= 1830: Construction of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
= 1850: Construction of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal

= 1868: Devastating flood in Ellicott City
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= 1921: A new courthouse is built in Ellicott City

= 1969: Ellicott City is designated a National Historic District

= 1972: Ellicott City celebrates its bicentennial

= 1983: The Ellicott City Volunteer Fire Department is founded

= 1996: Ellicott City is recognized as a Maryland Heritage Area

= 2016: Devastating flood in Ellicott City

= 2018: Ellicott City Main Street is recognized as a Main Street America

Accredited Program

Ellicott City, Maryland, is a town that has weathered the storms of time and
emerged as a vibrant and resilient community. From its humble beginnings
in the 18th century to its present-day status as a historic and cultural gem,
Ellicott City has demonstrated an unwavering spirit that continues to inspire
its residents and visitors alike.
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