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Moreton Bay is a large, shallow bay located on the south-eastern coast of
Queensland, Australia. It is the third largest bay in Australia, and is home to
a diverse range of marine life and coastal ecosystems. The bay has a long
and complex history, and has been shaped by both natural and human
influences.

Natural History

Moreton Bay was formed over thousands of years by the erosion of the
land and the deposition of sediment. The bay is now a relatively shallow
body of water, with an average depth of only 10 meters. The bay is fringed
by a series of islands, including Moreton Island, North Stradbroke Island,
and South Stradbroke Island. These islands are made up of sand and
sandstone, and are home to a variety of coastal vegetation, including
mangroves, saltmarshes, and heathlands.

The waters of Moreton Bay are home to a wide variety of marine life. The
bay is an important feeding ground for fish, turtles, and dugongs. The bay
is also home to a number of threatened species, including the green turtle,
loggerhead turtle, and hawksbill turtle.
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Human History

Moreton Bay has been inhabited by Aboriginal people for thousands of
years. The Traditional Owners of the bay are the Quandamooka people.
The Quandamooka people have a strong connection to the land and sea,
and have a deep understanding of the bay's ecology.

European settlement of Moreton Bay began in the early 19th century. The
first European to visit the bay was Captain James Cook, who sailed into the
bay in 1770. Cook named the bay after Lord Morton, the President of the
Royal Society.

In the early 19th century, Moreton Bay was used as a penal colony. The
first penal colony was established on Moreton Island in 1824. The penal
colony was later moved to the mainland, and the town of Brisbane was
founded in 1825.

Brisbane quickly grew into a major city, and Moreton Bay became an
important center for trade and commerce. The bay was also a popular
destination for tourists, who came to enjoy the bay's beaches, fishing, and
boating.
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Environmental Issues

Moreton Bay has been facing a number of environmental challenges in
recent years. These challenges include:

Water pollution: The bay is polluted by a variety of sources, including
sewage, stormwater runoff, and agricultural runoff. This pollution can
harm marine life and damage the bay's ecosystem.

Overfishing: The bay's fish stocks are being depleted by overfishing.
This is a threat to the bay's food chain and to the livelihoods of local
fishermen.

Climate change: Climate change is causing the bay's waters to
become warmer and more acidic. This is a threat to the bay's marine
life and to the bay's ecosystem.

Conservation

A number of conservation initiatives are underway to protect Moreton Bay.
These initiatives include:

Water quality monitoring: The bay's water quality is monitored
regularly to identify and address sources of pollution.

Fishery management: The bay's fish stocks are managed to ensure
that they are not overfished.

Climate change adaptation: The bay is being adapted to the effects
of climate change, such as sea level rise and ocean acidification.

These conservation initiatives are helping to protect Moreton Bay and its
ecosystem. The bay is a valuable natural asset, and it is important to



ensure that it is protected for future generations.

****

Moreton Bay is a large, shallow bay located on the south-eastern coast of
Queensland, Australia. The bay is home to a diverse range of marine life
and coastal ecosystems. The bay has a long and complex history, and has
been shaped by both natural and human influences. Moreton Bay is facing
a number of environmental challenges, but a number of conservation
initiatives are underway to protect the bay and its ecosystem.
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