
Face Off: The San Francisco Strikers' Fight for
Inclusive Hockey
In the heart of San Francisco, where the vibrant culture and progressive
values meet, there exists a hockey team that is making waves both on and
off the ice. The San Francisco Strikers are not just any hockey team; they
are a beacon of inclusivity and diversity in a sport that has historically been
dominated by a narrow demographic.

Breaking Barriers and Stereotypes

The San Francisco Strikers were founded in 2016 with a mission to create
a welcoming space for hockey players of all backgrounds, regardless of
their gender, sexual orientation, race, or skill level. In a sport often
perceived as being exclusive and hyper-masculine, the Strikers are
challenging stereotypes and proving that hockey can and should be a
game for everyone.
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Their roster is a testament to their commitment to diversity. From seasoned
veterans to aspiring young players, the Strikers represent a wide range of
experiences and perspectives. LGBTQ players, women, and players of
color all find a sense of belonging and acceptance within the team's ranks.

Advocating for Inclusion in Hockey

The San Francisco Strikers are not merely content with creating an
inclusive environment within their own team; they are also dedicated to
advocating for inclusivity throughout the sport of hockey. They have
partnered with organizations like the You Can Play Project and Hockey is
for Everyone to promote diversity and equity in hockey at all levels.

The Strikers' advocacy efforts have not gone unnoticed. In 2019, the team
was honored with the Willie O'Ree Community Hero Award by the NHL,
recognizing their outstanding contributions to the fight against
discrimination in hockey.

On-Ice Success and Community Impact

While inclusivity is at the core of their identity, the San Francisco Strikers
are also a formidable force on the ice. Competing in the Western States
Hockey League (WSHL),the Strikers have consistently been a top-
contending team, making it to the WSHL finals in both 2018 and 2020.

Their success on the ice has not only earned them respect within the
hockey community but has also helped to raise awareness of their mission.
Each game becomes a platform to showcase the diversity and inclusivity of
the sport, inspiring other players and fans to embrace the values of
acceptance and belonging.



Beyond the rink, the San Francisco Strikers are actively involved in their
community. They host free hockey clinics for underprivileged youth,
organize LGBTQ hockey tournaments, and participate in charity events that
support organizations dedicated to promoting diversity and inclusion.

Inspiring Change and Building a Legacy

The San Francisco Strikers are more than just a hockey team; they are a
symbol of change and a beacon of hope for inclusive sports. Their
unwavering commitment to diversity and their advocacy efforts are making
a tangible impact on the sport of hockey, inspiring a new generation of
players and fans to embrace acceptance and challenge stereotypes.

The Strikers' legacy will extend far beyond their own victories and
championships. They are building a foundation for a more inclusive and
equitable hockey landscape, where everyone, regardless of their
background, feels welcome and valued. And as they continue to lace up
their skates and hit the ice, the San Francisco Strikers will undoubtedly
continue to inspire change and make their mark on the world of hockey.

In the heart of San Francisco, where the spirit of innovation and
acceptance thrives, the San Francisco Strikers stand as a testament to the
power of sports to promote inclusivity and challenge societal norms.
Through their on-ice success and their unwavering advocacy, the Strikers
are breaking barriers, inspiring change, and building a legacy that will
endure long after the final whistle blows. And as the puck drops on every
new season, the San Francisco Strikers will continue to fight for a future
where hockey is a welcoming and inclusive space for all.
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