
Last Rites: The End of the Line for John
Lukacs

John Lukacs, the Hungarian-born American historian, passed away on May
10, 2019, at the age of 97. Lukacs was a prolific writer, penning over 30
books on history, politics, and culture. He was also a regular contributor to
The New Republic, The Weekly Standard, and other publications.
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Lukacs's work was characterized by its erudition, wit, and pessimism. He
was a critic of both communism and capitalism, and he believed that the
West was in decline. In his final book, "Last Rites: The End of the Christian
West," Lukacs argued that the Christian West was on the verge of collapse.

Lukacs's death is a great loss to the world of history. He was one of the
most insightful and original historians of our time. His work will continue to
be read and debated for many years to come.

Lukacs's Early Life and Education
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John Lukacs was born in Budapest, Hungary, in 1924. His father was a
lawyer and his mother was a journalist. Lukacs grew up in a wealthy and
cultured home, and he was exposed to a wide range of ideas from a young
age.

In 1944, Lukacs was drafted into the Hungarian army. He fought against
the Soviets on the Eastern Front, and he was captured in 1945. He spent
the rest of the war in a Soviet prison camp.

After the war, Lukacs returned to Hungary and enrolled at the University of
Budapest. He studied history and political science, and he graduated in
1949. Lukacs then left Hungary for the United States, where he continued
his studies at Columbia University. He received his doctorate in history from
Columbia in 1954.

Lukacs's Career as a Historian

Lukacs began his career as a historian at Chestnut Hill College in
Philadelphia. He taught there for two years before moving to La Salle
University in 1956. Lukacs taught at La Salle for the next 30 years, and he
became one of the most respected historians in the United States.

Lukacs's work covered a wide range of topics, including the history of
Europe, the United States, and the Cold War. He was also a prolific writer
on the topics of politics, culture, and religion.

Lukacs was a gifted writer, and his work was known for its clarity, wit, and
erudition. He was also a controversial figure, and his work often sparked
debate. However, there is no doubt that Lukacs was one of the most
important historians of our time.



Lukacs's Pessimism about the West

Lukacs was a lifelong pessimist about the future of the West. He believed
that the West was in decline, and he argued that it was only a matter of
time before it collapsed.

Lukacs's pessimism was based on a number of factors. He believed that
the West had lost its faith in God, and he argued that this loss of faith had
led to a decline in morals and values.

Lukacs also believed that the West was too materialistic and that it had lost
its sense of community. He argued that these factors had made the West
weak and vulnerable to attack.

Lukacs's Legacy

John Lukacs was one of the most important historians of our time. His work
was characterized by its erudition, wit, and pessimism. Lukacs was a critic
of both communism and capitalism, and he believed that the West was in
decline.

Lukacs's death is a great loss to the world of history. He was one of the
most insightful and original historians of our time. His work will continue to
be read and debated for many years to come.
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