
Literacy Development in the Early Years: A
Comprehensive Guide for Parents and
Educators
Literacy development is the process by which children learn to read and
write. It is a complex process that begins in the early years of life and
continues throughout childhood and adulthood. Literacy is essential for
success in school and in life, as it allows us to communicate with others,
learn new information, and enjoy the world around us.
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There are many things that parents and educators can do to support
literacy development in the early years. By providing children with plenty of
opportunities to read, write, and talk, we can help them develop the skills
they need to become successful readers and writers.

Emergent Literacy

Emergent literacy refers to the early stages of literacy development, which
begin in infancy and continue through the preschool years. During this time,
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children begin to develop an understanding of print, language, and
storytelling. They may pretend to read and write, scribble on paper, or
make up stories.

There are many things that parents and educators can do to support
emergent literacy. One of the most important things is to provide children
with access to books. Reading to children aloud, talking about the pictures,
and helping them to understand the story can all help to develop their print
awareness and language skills.

Other activities that can support emergent literacy include:

Playing with magnetic letters or letter tiles

Writing letters in sand or shaving cream

Singing songs and nursery rhymes

Telling stories

Playing word games

Phonemic Awareness

Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate the individual
sounds in words. It is a critical skill for reading and writing, as it allows us to
understand how words are put together and to decode new words.

There are many things that parents and educators can do to support
phonemic awareness development. One of the most important things is to
talk to children about the sounds in words. We can point out rhyming
words, ask children to identify the first or last sound in a word, or play
games like "I Spy" that focus on sounds.



Other activities that can support phonemic awareness development
include:

Singing songs and nursery rhymes

Playing with rhyming words

Clapping out syllables

Segmenting words into individual sounds

Blending sounds together to make words

Phonics

Phonics is the relationship between letters and sounds. It is a critical skill
for reading and writing, as it allows us to decode new words and to spell
words correctly.

There are many things that parents and educators can do to support
phonics development. One of the most important things is to teach children
the letter names and sounds. We can do this by singing the alphabet song,
pointing out letters in books and signs, and playing games like "Letter
Bingo."

Other activities that can support phonics development include:

Blending sounds together to make words

Segmenting words into individual sounds

Identifying the beginning, middle, and ending sounds in words

Matching letters to sounds



Spelling words

Fluency

Fluency is the ability to read smoothly and accurately. It is a critical skill for
reading comprehension, as it allows us to focus on the meaning of the text
rather than on the mechanics of reading.

There are many things that parents and educators can do to support
fluency development. One of the most important things is to provide
children with plenty of opportunities to read. Repeated reading, choral
reading, and partner reading can all help to improve fluency.

Other activities that can support fluency development include:

Listening to audiobooks

Reading aloud to children

Practicing sight words

Playing word games

Retelling stories

Comprehension

Comprehension is the ability to understand what we read. It is a complex
skill that involves many different cognitive processes, such as decoding,
vocabulary, and prior knowledge.

There are many things that parents and educators can do to support
comprehension development. One of the most important things is to



provide children with access to interesting and engaging texts. We can also
help children to develop their vocabulary and their prior knowledge by
talking to them about the world around them and by reading to them about
a variety of topics.

Other activities that can support comprehension development include:

Asking children questions about what they have read

Helping children to make predictions and inferences

Teaching children to identify the main idea and supporting details

Summarizing texts

Retelling stories

Writing

Writing is the ability to express ourselves through words. It is a complex
skill that involves many different cognitive processes, such as planning,
organizing, and revising.

There are many things that parents and educators can do to support writing
development. One of the most important things is to provide children with
plenty of opportunities to write. We can also help children to develop their
vocabulary and their writing skills by talking to them about the world around
them and by reading to them about a variety of topics.

Other activities that can support writing development include:

Encouraging children to write about their experiences



Helping children to plan and organize their writing

Teaching children about different types of writing (e.g., narrative,
expository, persuasive)

Providing children with feedback on their writing

Literacy development is a complex and ongoing process that begins in the
early years of life. By providing children with plenty of opportunities to read,
write, and talk, we can help them to develop the skills they need to become
successful readers and writers.
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