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The concept of modernization has been a central theme in social and
political thought for centuries. In the post-World War II era, modernization
theory became a dominant paradigm in foreign policy, particularly in the
United States. Modernization theory argued that developing countries could
achieve economic and political progress by following the path of Western
industrialized nations. This theory provided the ideological underpinning for
the United States' foreign aid programs and its support for authoritarian
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regimes in the developing world.

The concept of development has evolved over time. In the early post-war
period, development was seen primarily as a matter of economic growth.
However, in the 1960s and 1970s, a broader concept of development
emerged that included social and political factors. This broader concept of
development was reflected in the United Nations' Millennium Development
Goals, which were adopted in 2000. The Millennium Development Goals
set out a series of targets for improving the lives of people in developing
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countries, including targets for reducing poverty, hunger, and disease.

Globalization has had a major impact on modernization and development.
On the one hand, globalization has created new opportunities for economic
growth and development. On the other hand, globalization has also led to
new challenges, such as increased inequality and environmental
degradation. The challenge for policymakers in the 21st century is to find
ways to harness the benefits of globalization while mitigating its negative
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effects.

The relationship between modernization, development, and foreign policy is
complex and multifaceted. There is no easy formula for achieving
sustainable development in the 21st century. However, by understanding
the historical evolution of these concepts and the challenges that remain,
we can better equip ourselves to address the complex challenges of the
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future.
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