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Bears are some of the most fascinating animals on the planet. They're
powerful, intelligent, and adaptable. They can be found in a wide variety of
habitats, from the Arctic tundra to the tropical rainforest. And they play an
important role in the ecosystem.

In this National Geographic Reader, you'll learn all about bears. You'll
discover their different species, their habitats, and their behavior. You'll also
learn about the threats they face and what we can do to help them.

The Different Species of Bears

There are eight different species of bears in the world. They are:

American black bear

Asian black bear

Brown bear

Polar bear
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Sun bear

Sloth bear

Giant panda

Spectacled bear

Each species of bear has its own unique characteristics. For example,
polar bears are the largest species of bear and they have a thick layer of
fur that helps them stay warm in the Arctic. Sun bears are the smallest
species of bear and they live in the tropical rainforest.
Bear Habitats

Bears can be found in a wide variety of habitats, including:

Forests

Mountains

Grasslands

Tundra

Rainforests

The type of habitat a bear lives in depends on the species of bear. For
example, polar bears live in the Arctic tundra, while sun bears live in the
tropical rainforest.

Bear Behavior

Bears are generally shy and solitary animals. They prefer to avoid contact
with humans. However, they will defend themselves if they feel threatened.



Bears are also intelligent animals. They are able to learn and adapt to their
environment. For example, bears have been known to learn how to open
doors and windows in order to get food.
Threats to Bears

Bears face a number of threats, including:

Habitat loss

Hunting

Climate change

Pollution

Habitat loss is one of the biggest threats to bears. As human populations
grow, we are encroaching on the habitat of bears. This is forcing bears to
live in smaller and smaller areas, which can make it difficult for them to find
food and shelter.

Hunting is another major threat to bears. Bears are hunted for their fur,
meat, and claws. In some parts of the world, bears are also hunted for
sport.

Climate change is also a threat to bears. As the climate changes, the
habitat of bears is changing. This is making it difficult for bears to find food
and shelter.

Pollution is another threat to bears. Bears can ingest pollutants through the
food they eat or the water they drink. Pollutants can harm bears' health and
reproductive ability.



What We Can Do to Help Bears

There are a number of things we can do to help bears, including:

Protect their habitat

Reduce hunting

Address climate change

Reduce pollution

We can protect bears' habitat by supporting organizations that are working
to conserve bear habitat. We can also reduce our impact on bear habitat by
choosing to live in areas that are already developed and by using
sustainable practices in our everyday lives.

We can reduce hunting by supporting organizations that are working to ban
or restrict bear hunting. We can also choose to buy products that are not
made from bear fur or meat.

We can address climate change by reducing our greenhouse gas
emissions. We can do this by driving less, using less energy, and
supporting renewable energy sources.

We can reduce pollution by choosing to buy products that are made from
recycled materials and by reducing our waste. We can also recycle our
trash and dispose of hazardous waste properly.

By taking action to help bears, we can help to ensure that these amazing
animals will be around for future generations to enjoy.
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