
Nonverbal Reasoning Ages: Understanding
the Developmental Timeline
Nonverbal reasoning is the ability to interpret and communicate without
using words. It involves a variety of skills, including:
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Visual discrimination

Spatial reasoning

Problem-solving

Memory

Attention

Nonverbal reasoning is important for everyday life. It helps us to make
sense of the world around us, to interact with others, and to learn new
things.
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The developmental timeline for nonverbal reasoning is not set in stone.
However, there are some general trends that researchers have observed.

**Infancy**

Infants begin to develop nonverbal reasoning skills early on. They can learn
to recognize and respond to facial expressions as early as 2 months of
age.

By the end of their first year, infants are able to solve simple problems,
such as finding a hidden object. They can also learn to use gestures to
communicate.

**Toddlerhood**

Toddlers' nonverbal reasoning skills continue to develop rapidly. They
become more proficient at solving problems and using gestures. They also
begin to understand more complex social situations.

By the end of their second year, toddlers are able to understand and use
simple symbols, such as pictures and diagrams.

**Preschool**

Preschoolers' nonverbal reasoning skills continue to improve. They become
more adept at solving problems and using symbols. They also begin to
understand more complex social interactions.

By the end of their fifth year, preschoolers are able to understand and use
complex symbols, such as maps and charts. They can also solve more



complex problems and reason about the future.

**School Age**

School-age children's nonverbal reasoning skills continue to develop
throughout their elementary and middle school years. They become more
proficient at solving problems and reasoning about complex concepts.

By the end of their high school years, adolescents are able to solve
complex problems and reason about abstract concepts. They can also
understand and use complex symbols and understand social interactions
and relationships.

**Adulthood**

Adult nonverbal reasoning skills continue to develop and change
throughout adulthood. As adults gain experience and knowledge, they
become better at solving problems, reasoning about complex concepts,
and understanding social interactions and relationships.

The development of nonverbal reasoning is a complex and ongoing
process. It is influenced by a variety of factors, including genetics,
environment, and education.

If you are concerned about your child's nonverbal reasoning skills, talk to
your doctor or a child development specialist. They can assess your child's
skills and provide you with recommendations for how to support their
development.

Here are some tips for supporting your child's nonverbal reasoning skills:



Talk to your child about their thoughts and feelings.

Read to your child and ask them questions about the story.

Play games that require problem-solving, such as puzzles and
board games.

Encourage your child to use gestures to communicate.

Expose your child to different cultures and languages.

Be patient and supportive of your child's learning process.

By providing your child with opportunities to practice and develop their
nonverbal reasoning skills, you can help them to succeed in school and in
life.
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