Performance Studies: The Basics with
Andreea Micu

Performance Studies is an interdisciplinary field that examines the
performance of everyday life, ritual, theater, dance, and other forms of
artistic and non-artistic expression. It seeks to understand how
performances shape our identities, social interactions, and cultural norms.
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In this guide, we will explore the basics of Performance Studies, drawing on
the seminal work of Andreea Micu, a leading scholar in the field. We will
discuss the origins of Performance Studies, its key concepts,
methodologies, and applications.

Origins of Performance Studies

Performance Studies emerged in the 1960s and 1970s as a response to
the limitations of traditional theater scholarship, which focused primarily on
written texts and theatrical productions. Performance Studies scholars
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sought to expand the scope of inquiry to include all forms of performance,

from everyday interactions to avant-garde theater.

The field was also influenced by the rise of cultural studies, anthropology,

and other disciplines that emphasized the importance of context and lived

experience. Performance Studies scholars began to apply these

approaches to the study of performance, arguing that it is a central aspect

of human experience and a powerful tool for social and political change.

Key Concepts in Performance Studies

Embodiment: Performance Studies scholars emphasize the
importance of the body in performance. They argue that the body is
not merely a passive instrument for expressing ideas, but an active
and creative force that shapes the performance and its meaning.

Interdisciplinary: Performance Studies is an inherently
interdisciplinary field, drawing on insights from anthropology, sociology,
psychology, theater, and other disciplines. This interdisciplinary
approach allows Performance Studies scholars to examine
performance from multiple perspectives and to develop a more
comprehensive understanding of its significance.

Ethnography: Ethnography is a qualitative research method that
involves immersing oneself in a community or group to observe and
document their practices. Performance Studies scholars often use
ethnography to study performance in its natural context, gaining
insights into the social and cultural factors that shape it.

Dramaturgy: Dramaturgy is the study of the structure and elements of
performance. Performance Studies scholars use dramaturgical



analysis to identify the different components of a performance and to
understand how they work together to create meaning.

Live Art: Live Art is a contemporary form of performance art that
emphasizes the ephemeral and experiential nature of the
performance. Live Art performances often challenge traditional notions
of theater and audience, blurring the boundaries between artist and
spectator.

Ritual: Ritual is a structured sequence of actions that is performed in a
specific context and has a symbolic or religious significance.
Performance Studies scholars study rituals to understand how they
shape individual and collective identities, and to explore the
relationship between performance and social order.

Methodologies in Performance Studies

Performance Studies scholars use a variety of methodologies to study

performance. These methodologies include:

Observation: Observation is a fundamental method in Performance
Studies. Scholars may observe performances in a variety of settings,
from theaters to everyday interactions, to gain insights into the
structure, dynamics, and meaning of the performance.

Interviewing: Interviews are another important method for gathering
data about performance. Performance Studies scholars may interview
performers, audience members, and other stakeholders to learn about
their experiences and perspectives on the performance.

Participant observation: Participant observation involves immersing
oneself in a community or group to observe and participate in their



performances. This method allows scholars to gain a firsthand
understanding of the social and cultural context of performance.

= Performance analysis: Performance analysis is a method for
systematically examining the different elements of a performance.
Scholars may use dramaturgical analysis, semiotics, or other analytical
tools to identify the patterns, symbols, and meanings that are
conveyed through the performance.

Applications of Performance Studies

Performance Studies has a wide range of applications, including:

= Theater and performance criticism: Performance Studies scholars
provide critical analysis of theater and performance productions,
exploring their aesthetic, social, and political significance.

= Cultural studies: Performance Studies scholars contribute to the
understanding of culture by examining the role of performance in
shaping social interactions, identities, and values.

= Education: Performance Studies is used in education to develop
students' critical thinking, communication, and creativity skills. It is also
used to teach about different cultures and to promote understanding
and empathy.

= Social and political activism: Performance Studies is used by
activists to challenge social and political norms, raise awareness about
important issues, and promote social change.

Performance Studies is a vibrant and dynamic field that offers a unique
perspective on human experience and expression. By examining the



performance of everyday life, ritual, theater, dance, and other forms of
artistic and non-artistic expression, Performance Studies scholars provide
insights into our identities, social interactions, and cultural norms.

In this guide, we have explored the basics of Performance Studies, drawing
on the seminal work of Andreea Micu. We have discussed the origins of
Performance Studies, its key concepts, methodologies, and applications.
We hope that this guide has provided you with a better understanding of
this fascinating and ever-evolving field.
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