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Steve Kaufman was one of the most influential fiddlers in American history.
His unique style and approach to the fiddle helped to shape the sound of
bluegrass and folk music for generations to come. Kaufman was also a
prolific composer, and his many fiddle tunes have become standards in the
repertoire of countless musicians.

In 1990, Kaufman published a book called "Favorite 50 American
Traditional Fiddle Tunes." This book contains transcriptions of some of
Kaufman's favorite fiddle tunes, along with his own commentary and
insights. The book has become an essential resource for fiddlers of all
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levels, and it is a valuable guide to the rich tradition of American fiddle
music.

In this article, we will take a closer look at Kaufman's Favorite 50 American
Traditional Fiddle Tunes. We will discuss the history of the tunes, their
musical characteristics, and Kaufman's own approach to playing them.

The History of the Tunes

The tunes in Kaufman's Favorite 50 American Traditional Fiddle Tunes
come from a variety of sources. Some of the tunes are traditional folk
songs that have been passed down orally for generations. Others were
composed by well-known fiddlers such as Scott Joplin, John Hartford, and
Bill Monroe. Still others were written by Kaufman himself.

The tunes in the book represent a wide range of American musical
traditions. There are fiddle tunes from the Appalachian Mountains, the
Ozarks, and the Midwest. There are also tunes from the African-American
tradition, the Irish tradition, and the Scottish tradition.

Musical Characteristics

The fiddle tunes in Kaufman's Favorite 50 American Traditional Fiddle
Tunes are all characterized by their strong melodies and rhythmic drive.
The melodies are often simple and straightforward, but they are always
memorable and infectious. The rhythms are often complex and syncopated,
and they can be difficult to master.

The fiddle tunes in the book are also notable for their use of drones.
Drones are notes that are played continuously throughout a piece of music.



They provide a sense of stability and grounding, and they can help to
create a trance-like atmosphere.

Kaufman's Approach

Steve Kaufman had a unique approach to playing the fiddle. He was known
for his use of improvisation, and he often played his own variations on
traditional tunes. Kaufman also had a great sense of humor, and he often
incorporated jokes and stories into his performances.

Kaufman's approach to the fiddle is evident in his Favorite 50 American
Traditional Fiddle Tunes. The book is not simply a collection of
transcriptions. It is also a guide to Kaufman's own philosophy of fiddle
playing.

In the book, Kaufman provides detailed instructions on how to play each
tune. He also offers tips on how to improvise and how to develop your own
unique style. Kaufman's enthusiasm and passion for the fiddle are
infectious, and the book is sure to inspire you to learn more about this great
American tradition.

Steve Kaufman's Favorite 50 American Traditional Fiddle Tunes is a
valuable resource for fiddlers of all levels. The book contains a wealth of
information about the history, musical characteristics, and playing
techniques of American fiddle music. Kaufman's own approach to the fiddle
is also evident in the book, and his enthusiasm and passion for the music
are sure to inspire you.

If you are interested in learning more about American fiddle music, then I
highly recommend Steve Kaufman's Favorite 50 American Traditional



Fiddle Tunes. The book is a great way to learn about the history and
traditions of fiddle music, and it can also help you to develop your own
unique style.
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