
The Enduring Graphic History of the Chinese
in North America
The Chinese have a long and complex history in North America, dating
back to the mid-19th century. They have made significant contributions to
the social, cultural, and economic fabric of the continent, and their
presence has been documented through a rich array of visual imagery.
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Early Immigration and the Gold Rush

The first major wave of Chinese immigration to North America occurred
during the Gold Rush of the 1850s. Thousands of Chinese laborers flocked
to California in search of gold, and many of them stayed on to work in other
industries, such as agriculture and railroad construction.
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The arrival of the Chinese in North America was met with both curiosity and
hostility. Some people saw them as a source of cheap labor, while others
feared that they would compete for jobs with white workers.

Anti-Chinese Discrimination
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In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Chinese faced widespread
discrimination in North America. They were often denied basic rights, such
as the right to vote and own property. In some cases, they were even
subjected to violence and lynching.

Anti-Chinese cartoon from the 19th century
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The graphic history of this period is filled with images of Chinese workers
toiling in harsh conditions, being subjected to violence, and being excluded
from mainstream society.

The Chinese Exclusion Act

In 1882, the United States passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, which barred
the entry of Chinese laborers into the country for ten years. This act was
later extended several times, and it was not until 1943 that the Chinese
were finally allowed to immigrate to the United States again.

The Chinese Exclusion Act had a profound impact on the Chinese
community in North America. It separated families and prevented Chinese
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workers from returning to their homeland. It also reinforced the idea that the
Chinese were not welcome in North America.

The Rise of Chinese American Art

Despite the challenges they faced, the Chinese in North America have
produced a rich and vibrant body of art. Chinese American artists have
used their work to explore their own identities, to document the history of
their community, and to challenge racial stereotypes.

A painting by Chinese American artist Tyrus Wong
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Some of the most well-known Chinese American artists include Tyrus
Wong, Dong Kingman, and Mai Trung. Their work has been exhibited in
museums and galleries around the world, and it has helped to raise
awareness of the Chinese American experience.

Contemporary Representations of Chinese North Americans

In recent years, there has been a growing interest in the history and culture
of the Chinese in North America. This interest has been reflected in a
number of popular books, films, and television shows.



These representations have helped to challenge stereotypes and to give a
more nuanced view of the Chinese American experience. They have also
inspired a new generation of Chinese American artists to explore their own
identities and to tell their own stories.

The graphic history of the Chinese in North America is a complex and
multifaceted story. It is a story of immigration, discrimination, and resilience.
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It is also a story of creativity and cultural expression. Through their art,
Chinese American artists have documented their own experiences and
helped to shape the broader narrative of American history.

As we move forward, it is important to continue to learn from the history of
the Chinese in North America. We must remember the challenges they
faced and the contributions they have made. Their story is a reminder that
we are all part of a shared human experience, and that we must work
together to build a more just and equitable society.
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