The Unannounced Russian War With Ukraine:
A Long-Term Perspective

On February 24, 2022, Russian forces launched a full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, marking a watershed moment in European history. This
unprovoked attack, which the Kremlin cynically characterized as a "special
military operation," has sparked a devastating conflict with far-reaching
consequences. This article presents a comprehensive analysis of the
ongoing Russian war with Ukraine, examining its historical context, current
dynamics, and potential implications for the region and beyond.
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Historical Context

The roots of the current conflict can be traced back centuries to the
complex geopolitical relationship between Russia and Ukraine. Ukraine has
a long history of independence, having been a part of various empires,
including the Russian Empire, over the centuries. Following the collapse of
the Soviet Union in 1991, Ukraine declared independence and pursued a
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path of integration with the West, including joining NATQ's Partnership for
Peace program in 1994.

Russia, on the other hand, has consistently viewed Ukraine as within its
sphere of influence and has opposed its westward orientation. Russian
President Vladimir Putin has repeatedly expressed nostalgia for the Soviet
era and has sought to reassert Russian dominance over former Soviet
republics, including Ukraine.

Escalation of Tensions

In recent years, tensions between Russia and Ukraine have escalated over
several key issues. Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014 and its ongoing
support for separatists in eastern Ukraine have been major sources of
conflict. Ukraine has also sought to strengthen its ties with the West,
applying for membership in the European Union and NATO.

In 2021, Russia began amassing troops along the Ukrainian border, raising
concerns about an imminent invasion. Despite diplomatic efforts to defuse
the situation, Putin ordered the invasion on February 24, 2022.

Current Dynamics

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has sparked a bloody conflict that has
resulted in thousands of casualties, including civilians. Russian forces have
targeted civilian infrastructure, including hospitals and schools. The war
has also triggered a humanitarian crisis, with millions of Ukrainians
displaced and in need of assistance.

The Ukrainian military, with the support of Western countries, has put up a
fierce resistance. Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital, remains under Ukrainian



control despite repeated Russian attempts to capture it. The conflict has
become a war of attrition, with both sides suffering heavy losses.

International Response

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has drawn widespread condemnation
from the international community. The United States and its allies have
imposed economic sanctions on Russia, targeting its financial system,
energy sector, and oligarchs. Western countries have also provided military
and humanitarian aid to Ukraine.

The United Nations General Assembly has passed resolutions condemning
Russia's aggression and demanding the withdrawal of its troops from
Ukraine. However, the UN Security Council has been paralyzed by
Russia's veto power.

Geopolitical Implications

The Russian war with Ukraine has profound geopolitical implications. It has
shattered the post-Cold War security architecture in Europe and raised
questions about the future of the international order. The conflict has also
deepened tensions between Russia and the West and increased the risk of
a wider conflict.

The war has also raised concerns about the reliability of international
alliances and the ability of international institutions to resolve conflicts. It
has also reignited debates about the future of NATO and the role of the
United States in Europe.

Potential Consequences



The ongoing Russian war with Ukraine is likely to have far-reaching
consequences for the region and beyond. Some of the potential
consequences include:

* Continued bloodshed and human suffering * Prolonged political and
economic instability in Ukraine * Further deterioration of relations between
Russia and the West * Increased risk of a wider conflict * Weakening of
international institutions and the global order

The Russian war with Ukraine is a tragedy that has inflicted immense pain
and suffering on the Ukrainian people. It is a conflict that has shattered the
peace in Europe and has raised serious questions about the future of the
international order. The long-term consequences of this war are still
unknown, but it is clear that the world will be living with its legacy for many
years to come.

As the conflict continues, it is imperative that the international community
remains united in its condemnation of Russia's aggression and in its
support for Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity. It is also essential
that efforts continue to seek a diplomatic solution to this crisis and to
prevent it from escalating into a wider conflict.
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