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In an era defined by social conventions and rigid gender roles, Alice
Stebbins Wells emerged as a beacon of change, defying societal norms
and blazing a trail for women in the male-dominated field of policing.

Born on June 12, 1873, in New Jersey, Wells's early life was marked by a
passion for justice and a keen interest in the well-being of her community.
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Inspired by the plight of women who often faced violence and exploitation,
she dedicated her life to protecting and empowering them.

Breaking the Glass Ceiling: Joining the Los Angeles Police
Department

In 1910, at the age of 37, Wells applied to join the Los Angeles Police
Department (LAPD). Despite the prevailing skepticism and resistance from
male officers, her determination and qualifications prevailed, and she
became America's first female police officer.

Assigned Badge No. 1, Wells faced an uphill battle. Her male colleagues
doubted her abilities and often relegated her to menial tasks. Yet,
undeterred, she showcased her competence and compassion, focusing on
preventing crime and assisting vulnerable populations, particularly women
and children.

Championing Women's Safety: A Voice for the Voiceless

Wells recognized that women often faced unique challenges and
vulnerabilities, which were often overlooked by the male-dominated police
force. She dedicated herself to ensuring women's safety and protecting
them from abuse, trafficking, and violence.

She patrolled areas known for crime against women, established safety
programs, and worked closely with women's organizations to address their
concerns. Wells's presence on the force provided a sense of security and
instilled confidence in women, who had often felt marginalized and
unprotected by the police.

Beyond the Badge: Advocacy and Social Justice



Wells's impact extended far beyond her role as an officer. She was a
passionate advocate for women's rights, participating in suffrage
campaigns and working tirelessly to promote gender equality.

She founded the League of Women Voters Los Angeles and served as its
president, using her platform to advocate for women's political
empowerment and broader social justice issues.

A Legacy of Breaking Barriers and Empowering Women

Throughout her career, Alice Stebbins Wells faced countless challenges
and obstacles but never wavered in her pursuit of justice and equality. She
paved the way for women in policing and beyond, demonstrating that
gender should not be a barrier to serving and protecting communities.

Wells's legacy lives on today. Her story inspires budding police officers,
women's rights activists, and anyone who believes in the power of breaking
down barriers and striving for a more just world.

Alice Stebbins Wells was a true pioneer who shattered stereotypes and
transformed the role of women in law enforcement. Her unwavering
commitment to protecting the vulnerable, particularly women and children,
made an immeasurable difference in countless lives.

As we reflect on her groundbreaking contributions, let us honor her legacy
by continuing to break down barriers, promote equality, and empower
women to reach their full potential in all aspects of society.
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